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AHLIA UNIVERSITY

Right from the start, the founders of Ahlia University articulated their vision of a distinctive
institution offering the highest quality education to a multi-cultural and diverse student
body.

Today, Ahlia University's name has become synonymous with quality education. Notably,
Ahlia University holds the distinction of being the first private university in Bahrain to be
accredited by both AACSB and ABET, the gold-standard accreditations in the fields of
business education, and engineering and technology, respectively. In addition, the university's
engineering programmmes are accredited by EUR-ACE
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Our campus is located in the heart of Manama, the capital city of Bahrain, with plenty of
shops, banks, eateries, and international food franchises located nearby. There are several
embassies and diplomatic missions located just a short walk away from Ahlia's campus.

With so much to offer, Ahlia University gives students throughout the world the opportunity
to receive a technologically sophisticated and highly distinctive liberal arts education from
a truly productive and challenging university in the Arabian Gulf.

98%

98% OF INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
AT AHLIA WERE SATISFIED WITH
PRE-DEPARTURE & POST-ARRIVAL
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ABOUT BAHRAIN

With a multi-cultural society, low cost of living, excellent education facilities, and high-
quality healthcare, Bahrain is an attractive destination for international students. This is
evident in the many international expat surveys in which Bahrain has consistently ranked
amongst the top 10 best countries in the World for expatriate quality of life.

The Kingdom is a holiday destination on your doorstep, boasting an archipelago of 33
natural islands, a cosmopolitan capital city, an attractive liberal lifestyle, and a rich history
and culture: from the UNESCO World Heritage Site of the capital of the ancient Dilmun
civilisation, datingback to 2300 BC, at the Bahrain Fort, to one of the most modern Formula
One racetracks in the world at the Bahrain International Circuit.

At sea, you can sail, dolphin watch, fish, scuba dive, or kite surf. On land, there are gyms,
horse riding stables, and sports clubs, including rugby, tennis, soccer, cricket, and basketball

clubs.

AU welcomes students from all parts of the world with our first-class educational facilities!

= E L With a warm and sunny climate, hundreds of cafes and restaurants, fantastic shopping
z LT - — centres, and some of the friendliest people in the world, Bahrain welcomes you too!
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The 2023 Expat Essentials Index conducted by
InterNations ranked Bahrain as the 1stin the World
when it comes to convenience for expatriates. '
s sy s .




5

Study Abroad &
Exchange Guide

ﬁ

LIFE IN BAHRAIN

Upon arriving in Bahrain, the university welcomes all international students with a ‘meet &
greet’ service. As such, a representative of the university will be available to receive you at
the airport.

You will also be happy to find that Bahrain has a lot to offer when it comes to accommoda-
tion options. Whether you are looking to live in a skyscraper or rent a villa in an expat com-
pound away from the hustle and bustle of the city, the choice is plentiful and the choice is
yours. Prices are also very reasonable. A fully furnished apartment with two bedrooms and
two bathrooms can range from 350-750 BD, while a studio apartment, for a single person,
may cost as little as 180 BD.

International students will also be able to enjoy a comfortable lifestyle without spending
very much. Eating out, grocery shopping, internet, and phone services in Bahrain can all be
relatively cheap, so students can expect monthly living expenses from 150-250 BD.

95%

95% OF INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS WERE
SATISFIED WITH THE SERVICES AND SUPPORT
FROM THE INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS TEAM
AT AHLIA
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OUR COLLEGES AND PROGRAMMES

COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCE

= Bachelor of Art in English and Translation (BAETR)

= Bachelor's Degree in Interior Design (BSID)

= Bachelor's Degree in Mass Communication & Public Relations (BSMCPR)

=  Master's Degree in Mass Communication & Public Relations (MSMCPR)
Deanship of = Master of Science in Sustainable Interior Design (MSID)

Graduate Sﬂudies = PhD in Digital Media and Communication Technology (PDMCT)

and Research

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS & FINANCE

= Bachelor's Degree in Accounting & Finance (BSAF)

= Bachelor's Degree in Banking & Finance (BSBF)

= Bachelor's Degree in Economics & Finance (BSEF)

= Bachelor's Degree in Management & Marketing (BSMM)

= Bachelor's Degree in Management Information Systems (BSMIS)
=  Master's Degree in Business Administration (MBA)

= Master of Science in Forensic Accounting (MSFA)

= Master of Science in Financial Technology (MSFT)

College of College of
Business & Finance AHLIA Arts & Science

UNIVERSITY

COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING

= Bachelor's Degree in Computer and Communication Engineering (BSCCE)
College Pf = Bachelor's Degree in Mobile and Network Engineering (BSMNE)
College of Information = Master of Science in Intelligent Transportation and Logistics Systems (MITLS)
Engineering Technology

COLLEGE OF INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY

= Bachelor's Degree in Multimedia Systems (BSMS)
= Bachelor's Degree in Information Technology (BSIT)
=  Master's Degree in Information Technology & Computer Science (MITCS)

COLLABORATIVE PROGRAMMES

= Brunel University London, PhD Without Residence
= The George Washington University Master of Science Degree in Engineering Management

Study Abroad &
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INTERNATIONAL PARTNERS & PROGRAMMES

Ahlia University has established valuable partnerships with American, British,
European, and Middle Eastern universities all over the world. Throughout the years,
we have welcomed students from a number of reputable international partners.
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Our strategic partnership with Brunel University 2 Brunel
London has culminated in a highly successful and : Universit
unique programme with dual pathways in Business Yy
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and Information Systems and Computing. London

The Brunel Ph.D Without Residence programme represents a unique opportunity for
students, who are unable to spend three years in the United Kingdom, to be awarded a
Ph.D by a UK university with aninternational reputation. This programme has thrived since
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§‘ itwas introducedin 2009, and, to date, over /5 students have obtained their Ph.D through
= { this programme.
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Our partnership with EPITA offers students annual
Summer School programs and more. < pITA
1 11 il t_." } & A private acclaimed engineering school that was founded —
:‘-‘Em. d I“ Y 4 4{{ . in 1984. EPITA uses a unigue pedagogical approach
- o\ / « kUl whereby students train to become outstanding engineers
| through rigorous courses of scientific knowledge and the most advanced skills in the
/ digital sector. EPITA also welcomes a wide range of foreign students thanks to its
' numerous international programmes: bachelor, master of engineering, summer schools
and French language courses.
‘_i EPITECH THE PARIS GRADUATE SCHOOL OF DIGITAL INNOVATION
Our longstanding partnership with EPITECH
Y has provu_:led more than 240 students with the EPITECH
Y 5 ~ opportunity to StUdy abroad. L'ECOLE DE LEXPERTISE INFORMATIQUE
— % =
~— A An acclaimed institute of IT and an established partner
3 of Ahlia University for several years, EPITECH gives
students all over the world the opportunity to learn IT through a unique pedagogical method
L focused on project work and hands-on IT experience. Through the exchange programme,
students from both institutions are able to study abroad and develop a global perspective.
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INTERNATIONAL PARTNERS & PROGRAMMES INTERNATIONAL PARTNERS & PROGRAMMES

O IESEG SCHOOL OF MANAGEMENT UNIVERSITY OF BUSINESS & TECHNOLOGY

IESEG School of Management, or Institut dEconomie Ahlia University and University of Business and

Scientifique et Qe Gestion, is a triple-crown accredited |ES EG Technology (UBT) have formed a strategic partnership

French Gr/ande Ecole and member of the Conférence des SCHOOL OF MANAGEMENT focusing on student exchange, joint conferences, and ol -
Grandes Ecoles. The school is one of the most prestigious research collaboration. Through exchange programs, dnalol o ocl ol
higher education institutions in the country and hosts 4800 students on both campuses, students broaden their horizons, while faculty engage in

with over 2000 international students including over 900 exchange students from interdisciplinary research, generating impactful solutions.

partner universities who come to study at IESEG every year.
Joint conferences provide platforms for sharing insights and exploring innovative ideas. The
partnership signifies a commitment to academic excellence, cross-cultural understanding,

@ THE GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY - and shaping the future of education and research.
o , B THE GEORGE

Our partnership with The George Washington - WASHINGTON

University has produced more than 230 leaders UNIVERSITY

equipped with specialised skills at the cutting edge

. . 240\ WASHINGTON, DC
of Engineering Management.

Ahlia University offers a Master's Degree in Engineering Management, in collaboration with
the Engineering Management and Systems Engineering (EMSE) Off-Campus Programme
Office of The George Washington University in the United States. This master's programme
was designed to develop leaders for technically-oriented organisations and prepare them
for the future.

&5 UNIVERSITY OF BRADFORD

Throughourpartnershipwiththe triple-crownaccredited @E] UNIVERSITY of
University of Bradford, students from both institutions 0% BRADFORD

can take part in exciting study tours and summer school

programmes. Students gain a global perspective on responsible and sustainable business
practices. The study tours and summer schools cover salient topics including the circular
economy, entrepreneurship and digital innovation.
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KEY FACTS ABOUT AHLIA UNIVERSITY
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10P 9 REASONS TO STUDY AT AU C

HIGH QUALITY
EDUCATION

Ahlia University is accredited by AACSB and ABET. Our
programmes in the College of Business and Finance are
mapped with the Chartered Institute of Marketing (CIM),
the Chartered Institute of Management Accountants
(CIMA), and the Association of Chartered Certified
Accountants (ACCA), among others. Students can
receive exemptions for a number of ACCA, CIM and
CIMA papers upon successful completion of select
courses.

Additionally,our programmes in the Colleges of IT and
Engineering incorporate a wide range of international
professional certifications as an integrated component.

The entire track of Cisco Certified Network Associate (CCNA) and Cisco Certified Network

OUR INTERNATIONAL

CULTURE
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OUR STUDENT
DIVERSITY

At AU we believe that all students, regardless
of colour, race, religion, and physical or learning
disability, have the right to the best education we
can provide. Our student body comprises over 25
nationalities. At AU, we work hard to ensure that all
our students are treated equally and with respect.

Our faculty members are from over 22 different
countries and possess credentials from some of the
best universities in the world, ensuring we continue
to work with our students to prepare them for the

global market.

Professional (CCNP) are on offer. Additionally, the entire track of Microsoft Certified Solutions
Expert (MCSE) courses is embedded into our BSCCE programme. Further certifications
include Oracle- based courses, Microsoft-based Dot NET courses, and ICDL courses.

O AN AMAZING

LOCATION

Blue skies, beaches, beautiful landscapes, every
type of sport, a Formula One racing circuit, an open
and diverse culture, great shopping centres, the
most breathtaking sunsets, and a location central
to Asia and Europe. What more could you ask for?

Study Abroad &
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5 THE AHLIA FAMILY

Ahlia means ‘family’ in the Arabic language. At
AU, the ties between faculty, students, and our
administrative staff have been described by many
as caring and familial. We look after our students
and staff, and work tirelessly to ensure that,
whatever your involvement with AU, we will make
your experience the best it can be.

Study Abroad &
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STUDY ABROAD OPTIONS

EXCHANGE PROGRAMME

If your institution has a partnership or formal agreement with Ahlia University, you may be
eligible to study at Ahlia University for up to one full academic year. No tuition fees are ap-
plicable, and you would pay tuition fees only to your home institution. Credits earned whilst
studying at Ahlia University may be transferred back to your home institution towards your
degree.

STUDY ABROAD

If your institution does not have any formal agreements with Ahlia University, you may still
apply to study at Ahlia University as a visiting student. A visiting student can spend up to
one full academic year at Ahlia University and would pay tuition fees directly to Ahlia Uni-
versity. Credits earned whilst studying at Ahlia University may be transferred back to your
home institution towards your degree.

SHORT-TERM STUDY ABROAD

Ahlia offers an exciting 5-day 'Entrepreneurs Across Borders' programme that is carefully
designed to engage, inspire, and challenge students to challenge themselves. The 5-day
programme includes a number of cultural tours and site visits that will support students'
informal learning and allow them to socialize, relax, and reflect on their experiences. The
cultural tours allow students to learn more about Bahrain; its history, people, and culture,
and inspire them to consider it as a launchpad for their future startup!

Ahlia University offers international students and partner institutions the opportunity to
engage in other customised short-term study abroad programmes that range from 1 week
to 2 months.

93%

93% OF INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS WERE
SATISFIED WITH ACADEMIC COUNSELLING AND
GUIDANCE AT AHLIA
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FAQs

DO INEED TO SPEAK ARABIC?

Not really, although learning a few Arabic words would be helpful. English is the main
business language of Bahrain, and it is commonly spoken outside work, in all retail stores
and services.

HOW SAFE IS BAHRAIN?

Bahrain is very safe. The crime rate is very low and violent crime is rare.

DO WOMEN HAVE TO FOLLOW A DRESS CODE?

No. Women can dress as they wish, although it is polite to dress modestly in public.

IS BAHRAIN A CONSERVATIVE PLACE?

Bahrain is known in the Gulf for being open and tolerant. Bahraini men and women socialize
at local cafes and restaurants, expatriates mix with Bahraini nationals across all social
settings, and people from all over the Gulf come here to relax.

SHOULD | BE AWARE OF ANY FOOD AND BEVERAGE RESTRICTIONS?

Although Muslim Bahrainis generally do not eat pork or drink alcohol, many supermarkets
sell pork, and alcohol can be purchased from licensed stores, hotels, and restaurants.
However, drinking alcohol and engaging in drunken behavior in public (outdoor spaces etc))
is prohibited.

JUSTHOWHOTDOES IT GET?

Although the average temperature during summeris 37-40 © most outdoor locations have
shade, and buildings are climate controlled. Temperatures are milder between October and
May, averaging between 21 -27 ¢

CAN | PLAY SPORT?

Sport is a major cultural pastime in Bahrain, with facilities for diving, golf, horse-riding, rugby,
tennis, sailing, soccer, cricket, and basketball located all around the island. Private resorts
and clubs have beaches and pools for swimming.

Study Abroad & 20
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THE ARABIAN PENINSULA
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STAY INTOUCH

Building 41, Road 18

Al Hoora 310

P.O Box: 10878

Manama, Kingdom of Bahrain

Tel:  +97317 298999 Ext.8900

Fax: +97317293134
Email: international@ahlia.edu.bh

f X £ o © ® ahliauniversitybh
www.ahlia.edu.bh

Publication Date: March 2024
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For more information please visit our website

www.ahlia.edu.bh
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